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sky will be the constellation Orion. From De-
cember to April, it is the only star system
visible from every inhabited point on Earth.
Scientists tell us that the light from one of
those stars began its journey almost exactly
1000 years ago.

In the time it took the light from Orion
to reach Earth, Leif Erikson sailed;
Gutenberg printed; Galileo dared;
Shakespeare wrote; Elizabeth ruled; Mozart
composed; Jefferson drafted; Bolivar liber-
ated; Lincoln preserved; Einstein dreamed;
Ataturk built; Roosevelt led; Gandhi
preached; Mother Teresa healed; Mandela
triumphed. A pretty good space of traveling
light.

Now that light shines upon all of us. For
all the billions of people who came before,
it has been left to this generation to lead the
world into a new millennium, to use our free-
dom wisely, to walk away from war and ha-
tred toward love and peace. When people
look back on this day a hundred years from
now, may they say that is exactly what we
did, that in the 21st century our children
went further, reached higher, dreamed big-
ger, and accomplished more because love
and peace proved more powerful than hatred
and war.

One of America’s most popular authors of
children’s books is Theodor Geisel, who
wrote under the name of Dr. Seuss. One of
the very last books he wrote was called, ‘‘Oh,
The Places You’ll Go.’’ I want to end today
with words he wrote in that book, looking
ahead at the world our children should in-
herit. Listen to this and help to make it so.

‘‘And will you succeed? Yes, you will, in-
deed, ninety-eight and three-quarters per-
cent guaranteed. Kid, you’ll move mountains.
So be your name Buxbaum or Bixby or Bray
or Mordecai Ali Van Allen O’Shea, you’re off
to great places. Today is your day. Your
mountain is waiting, so get on your way.’’

Good luck to the children here, and God-
speed in the new millennium.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. in the
Atrium at the Ronald W. Reagan International
Trade Center. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
Carl T.C. Gutierrez of Guam and his wife,
Geraldine; and Delegate Robert A. Underwood
of Guam, and his wife, Lorraine. The transcript

released by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of the First Lady. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

Statement on the Death
of Elliot Richardson
December 31, 1999

Hillary and I were saddened to learn that
Elliot Richardson died today in Boston. Elliot
Richardson was a man of uncommon integ-
rity, who put the Nation’s interests first even
when the personal cost was very high. He
was an unparalleled public servant—a law-
yer, a diplomat, a soldier, and a prosecutor.
America was honored by his service, and we
will miss him.

Remarks at a Dinner Honoring the
Millennium Celebration Creators
December 31, 1999

Thank you so much. Good evening. It’s a
real honor for Hillary and Chelsea and me
to welcome all of you to the White House.
Tonight I rise to offer three toasts. The first
is to all of you. It is an honor to turn this
page in history with you because so many
of you, each in your own way, have contrib-
uted so indelibly to the narrative of this
American century.

The second toast I offer is to my wife, for
it was she who inspired us all to welcome
the new millennium by honoring our past
and imagining our future. Over the past 2
years leading up to this wonderful night, no
one has done more to infuse this milestone
with national purpose. And I am very grateful
to her and to all those who have helped.

The third toast is, in a way, the most
daunting, because I’m supposed to say some-
thing profound to a thousand years of history
in 2 or 3 minutes. In the State of the Union
I get a whole hour—[laughter]—to talk about
a single year, and usually I run over. [Laugh-
ter] Tonight we rise to the mountaintop of
a new millennium. Behind us we see a great
expanse of American experience and, before
us, vast frontiers of possibility still to be ex-
plored.


